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Santa Catal ina Is land is  but  one of  central  and southern 
Cal i fornia’s e ight  coastal  Channel  Is lands,  each of  which boasts 
a colorful  and interest ing history.  Decades ago,  the largest  of 
them, Santa Cruz,  was home to a thr iv ing v ineyard and winery. 
Establ ished in the late 1800’s,  the operat ion was shut  down 
after  Prohibi t ion,  and,  despi te  the v ineyards’  near complete 
removal  and few vines remained!   When we heard about  those 
we asked the is land’s new owner,  The Nature Conservancy,  i f 
they would al low us to  gather cutt ings for  our Catal ina Is land 
project  and,  to  our del ight ,  they agreed!   Now Santa Cruz Is land 
Zinfandel  v ines f lour ish at  El  Rancho Escondido on Catal ina.
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